
COMS 359: Interactive Media



Agenda

• Review

• Tables

• Preview



Links

• Intrasystem Links

• Intersystem Links

• Email Link

<a  href=“calendar.html”> Calendar </a>

<a  href=“http://www.google.com”> Search </a>

<a href=“mailto:cdanger@gmail.edu”> email me </a>



Links

Exercise: Modify two web pages
- Link page 1 to page 2 

using an intrasystem link

- Link page 2 to the NIU page

using intersystem link

<a  href=“page2.html”> page 2 </a>

<a  href=“http://www.niu.edu”> NIU </a>



Images

• Image Basics



Images

• Basic Image tag

• alt | width | height

• align = top | middle | bottom

align = left | right

<img src=“image.jpg” / >

<img src=“image.jpg”

alt=“Photo of Tim Berners-Lee” 

width=“200” height=“400” / >

<img src=“image.jpg”

alt=“Photo of Tim Berners-Lee” 

width=“200” height=“400” align=“left” / >





Images in HTML

<p align=“center”> <img src=“image.jpg” / > </p>



Images in HTML

• HTML 5 <figure> <figcaption> 



Exercise





Tables

• Introduction

– Two reasons to use tables

1. Present data in an 

organized fashion (i.e. 

spread sheets, charts, etc.)

2. Format content



Tables

• Basic Terminology

– Rows & Columns

– Cell = intersection of a row and 

column 
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Tables

• Basic tags
<table>...</table> Encloses the table

<th>...</th> Defines table headers

<tr>...</tr> Defines table rows

<td>...</td>  Surrounds table data

<caption>...</caption> Places caption above or below table

• Alternative table tags
<tbody>…</tbody> Identifies scrollable area of a table

<tfoot>…</tfoot> Appears below the scrolling body

<thread>…</thread> Appears above the scrolling body





Table begins and ends with a 

<table> container.  All other 

table tags are situated inside 

this container tag.



Rows are defined by the <TR> 

container tag.  If you want two rows, 

you need two sets of  <TR> tags.



Columns are defined by successive 

<TD> tags inside a <TR> container.  

If you want two columns, you need 

two sets of <TD> tags inside each 

<TR> container.



Exercise: Create a 

simple 2x2 table



Tables

• Attributes

– Each table tag supports a number of different 

attributes that adjusts the appearance of the 

table

– Even though the basic tags are rather easy, the 

attributes complicate their employment



Table Attributes

• border

– Border is the line around the table and between 

the cells

– border attribute indicates whether there is a 

border around the table and how wide it is

• Default = 0

• Alterations

– <table  border=“5”> Border of 5 pixels

– <table  border=“0”> No border



Firefox & IE



Table Attributes

• border

– border is sub-divided into

• rules = Specifies which horizontal and vertical rules 

appear between cells with a table

– Several values (none, all, rows, cols)

– Displayed differently by IE and Mozilla/Firefox

• frame = Specifies which sides of a table’s border 

(the frame) are visible

– Several values (box, void, above, below, etc.)

– Displayed differently by IE & Mozilla/Firefox



Acceptable Values

none, rows, cols, all



Acceptable Values

box, hsides, lhs, rhs, 

vsides, below, void



Table Attributes

• width & height

– Specifies horizontal & vertical size of the table

• Default - wide and high enough to present the data

• Changes - cannot make the table smaller than the 

default but can make it larger

– Two specifications – exact pixels or percentage

<table width=“200”    height=“300”>

<table width=“80%”   height=“75%”>





Exercise: 

Add border, width, 

and height attributes



Table Attributes

• Background color

<table bgcolor=“#880021”>





Table Attributes

• Table Alignment

– Unlike in-line images tables are not part of the 

text flow; they signal a break in the text.

• Default setting: text flows above and below the table 

but not along side it

• Change the default by using the align attribute 

<table  align=“left” >



Default Alignment



align Attribute



align Attribute

Exercise: Modify table 

by adding bgcolor and 

align attributes.



Table Attributes

• Controlling White Space

– Appearance of a table is effected by the white 

space around the table, between the cells, and 

within the table.

– Three ways to control white space

• Margin

• Cellspacing

• Cellpadding



Table Attributes

• Margin

– Vertical and horizontal space between a table 

and the other items on the page

– Adjustments 

• <table  style=“margin:20px”>

• Values may be specified in: px, in, mm, cm, em



Table Attributes

• Cellpadding

– Cellpadding = the space between the data in a 

cell and the borders of the cell

– Adjustments

• Default = 1 pixel

• No cellpadding  <table  cellpadding=“0”>

• More padding    <table  cellpadding=“20”>



Table Attributes

• Cellspacing

– Cellspacing = distance between cells

– Adjustment

• <table  cellspacing=“0”>

• <table  cellspacing=“10”>



20 pixels table margin

10 pixels cellspacing

30 pixels cellpadding



Exercise: Modify table by 

adding cellspacing and 

cellpadding attributes 

and margin properties.



Table Row <tr> Attributes

• align = left | center | right

– Horizontal alignment for the entire row

• valign = top | center | bottom

– Vertical alignment for the entire row

<tr align=“right” >

<tr valign=“center” >





Table Row <tr> Attributes

• bgcolor

– Specifies a background color for the table row

– Overrides <table> background color

<tr bgcolor=“#334400” >





Table Data <td> & Headers <th>

• <td> and <th> describe one cell 

• Default Settings

<th> = bold text aligned to center

<td> = regular text aligned left



Table Data <td> & Headers <th> 

• align = left | center | right

• valign = top | center | bottom

• bgcolor

<td align=“right” >

<td valign=“center” >

<td bgcolor=“#334400” >



Table Data <td> & Headers <th> 

• colspan
– There are many times, usually with headings, that some 

information needs to span more than one column.  This 

can be specified with the colspan attribute, which tells 

the browser how many columns you want a particular 

cell to extend.

– Specify the number of columns the cells is to span

• i.e. <td  colspan=“2”>

• When using this make sure you have the right number of 

columns, otherwise it will not work.



Table Data <td> & Headers <th> 

• rowspan

– Permit creation of a cell that spans multiple 

rows

– Specify the number of rows the cell is to span

• i.e. <td rowspan=“2”>

• When using this make sure you have the right 

number of rows, otherwise it will not work 

properly.



Exercise: 

Make a new table.  Use 

colspan, rowspan, align and

valign attributes of the <td> tag.



Page Layout with Tables







Table Summary

• Table Tags

<table>…</table>

<tr>…<tr>

<td>…<td>

• Numerous Attributes

– <table> = border, rule, frame, bgcolor, width,
height, cellspacing, cellpadding, margin

– <tr> & <td> = align, valign, bgcolor, colspan, 
rowspan

• Page Layout using Tables



Preview

• Topic

– Web Design

• Text
– Miller - ch. 1-4 

(pp. 1-117)


