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Review

Avatar

“At its core an avatar is a simple thing...It
IS an interactive, social representation of
a user” (Meadows, 2008, p. 23).

ldentity

“For some players the avatar becomes a
purposeful projection or idealization of
their own identity, while for others, the
avatar is an experiment with new
identities.” (Nick Yee 2008).
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Communicate for FREE!
Friday through Monday.

There's never been a
better time to

"% try eHarmony!
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Channeling

_—- McLuhan

\ The Wired Interview with Wired's patror 111 81 = PR e T AL

Wiked: Do you 91l belleve o n-unc-smumno.uo.v
Mcluhan: Tre s . ’

"About a year ago, someone calling himself Marshall [,
McLuhan began posting anonymously on a popular
mailing list called Zone (zone@wired.com). Gary

Wolf began a correspondence with the poster via a

chain of anonymous remailers" (Wolf 1996, 129).



2. Opportunities/Challenges

“The upside of incorporeal interaction: a
. A technologically enabled, postmulticultural
vision of identity disengaged from gender,
ethnicity, and other problematic constructions.
# Online, users can float free of biological and
\ sociocultural determinants” (Dery, 1994, p. 3).

: =l
creator, avatars in the theater of the game space e AN

may act in antisocial and even pathological ways— J AN
ways in which the 'real' person never would— g §§ ?E,ﬁ%@
shooting, maiming, and killing in brutal fashion” 0 UiPTUAL LOrLDS
(Noveck, 2006, pp. 269-270).  and Beth Simone Noveck
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2. Opportunities/Challenges

Trying 64.81.190.250...
Connected to lambda.moo.mud.org.
Escape character is ']’
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* Welcome to LambdaMOO! *
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Running Version 1.8.3+47 of LambdaMOO

A Ra e in C bers ace , where thousands of people voluntarily
F) )/ F) . What these people say or do may not
iting any international city, it is wise

An avatar, named Mr. Bungle, took advantage of  SETESmes
and sexually abused other avatars in the textbased

le for what is said or done in them.
ility if you permit minors or others to

virtual world of LambdaMOO. Hidden behind the A R
mask of the avatars, users feel free to engage in  |EIEEINEEELEIETIEEREEREE
antisocial and violent behavior. 3

hat you ask for permission from all
direct participants before quoting any material collected here.

For assistance either now or later, type " help'.
The lag is low; there are 51 connected.
co guest

Guests at LambdaMOO are warned that they are accountable for
their actions here. In particular, Guests are warned that any

ovided the materials for the buildings of



Review

“On the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog.”

“There is a gap between virtual
and actual self...and a broadly
shared cultural assumption

that virtual selfhood is not
identical to actual selfhood”
(Boellstorff, p. 119).
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Artificial Intelligence
DAVID J. GUNKEL

Northern lllinols Universiy, USA

her we acknowledge it or not, communication and artificial intelligence (AI) are

ely related. On the one hand, communication has str tal to both the the-

and practice of AL In particular, it is communication that provides the ceof Al

with its defining test case and experimental evidence. This is immediately apparent in

the agenda-setting paper that is credited with (re)defining machine intelligence, Alan

Turing’ mputing Machinery and Intelligence.” Likewise the recent development of
autonomous machines. learning algorithms, and smart systems introduces

ificant recompiling of the disciplin
hcus, instrumentalist theory of technology, and modern

Nor this reason, he proposes to pursue an alternative li
’ describes it, be “expressed in relatively unambiguous

an be described in terms
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ays in a room apart from th r two. The obj

nade on the basis of simple que
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ot help the interrogator,” Turing further stipulates, *
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this way, the initial arrangement of the “game of imitati
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