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World Wide Web

Proposed by Tim Berners-Lee in 1980 as a
system for organizing documents for physicists

Incorporated hypertext, developed by Ted

Nelson in the 1960’s

Operational in 1989; released to Internet

Development overseen by the World Wide A i

Web Consortium (W3C)

pent: A Proposal

1990
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<htmlz>

E{head>
<title>Hypertext Markup Languag

F</head>

H<body>

<prHypertext Markup Language is a
creating web content. It is based
tags, like <b>for bold</b> that ar
browser.</p>

<p align="right">Tags can also inc
their appearance. This paragraph
alignment attribute to justify tex

<p style="background-color:#0al2b4
S8tyle sheets (C88) is a W3C standa
formatting information for HTHML el
to apply a background color and ma

T</body>
~</html>

| Content Development

HTML — Hypertext Markup Language
A set of mark-up tags used to specify the
appearance of text, images, hypertext links,
and multimedia elements.

CSS - Cascading Style Sheets
A style sheet language used to specify the
format or appearance of HTML elements
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Web Browsers

Browsers — Web Client

Language (HTML) is interpreted by the web
Interprets HTML and CSS code plies the format information described by the

to d|Sp|ay content ontent that is marked-up in the HTML

graphical browser, Adfosaic, was developed
Mosaic Netscape Internet n at the University of Illinois in 1992.
Explorer, Firefox, Safari,

Chrome
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Publishing Model

Web provided a means for creating and
distributing documents: web pages.
“Content is king”

Producer/Consumer
Documents created by professional content
providers, made available over the Internet,
and accessed by consumers of information.

Hypertext

Web of Documents Interaction is created by linking documents to
each other and permitting users to follow
these links. Read-only experience.
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Technology Skills
Hypertext Markup Language (HTML)
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS)
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With the web It is easy to create
hypertext links. The gquestion is not
necessarily one of technology but of

design and composition. How does a

link support the story? How do

Interaction through hypertext
that we need to rethink all asp

linking advance the narrative? | |nteractive Design
Strategies & Approaches

writing.
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Although multimedia on the web
is still evolving, including audio or
video is relatively easy to
accomplish. The question
therefore is not only technical, but
zes @ Matter of design and

composition. The inclusion of
ts should be motivated by the

Multimedia Design
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Otherwise it's just eye or ear
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The Empire Strikes Back Again:

The Cultural-Palitics of the Infernet

David Gunkel
Asistant Professor of Connunication Technologies
Narshern Mlinois University

provided one of the more recent expressions of a concept

that bas been ar che heart of on-ling interacsion for quite
some time. In this editorial, which is titled “Pluralistic, not lm-
perialistic,” the founding director of MIT's Media Lab argues
that the selematic [1] neswark is not ehe next stage of American
imperialism but racher a free domain thar fostess and encourages
global pluralism, “The idea that the Netis another form of Ameri-
canization and a threat to Jocal culture is absurd, Such convic-
tion complorely misses and misunderstands she extrasrdinary cul-
tural opportunitics of the digital world" (Negroponte, 1996, p.
216]. Contrary o the imperialist aspirasions that had accompa-
nied the “mechanical age,” the “Information age” has been derer-
mined to offer glnbal liberation and mulriculrural emposermen
[2]. According o Negropontc's assessment (19961, “the Ner is
humankind’ best chance to respect and nurture the most ob-
scure languages and culrures of the world” (p. 216).

Twould like to reconsider this rathet populat line of argu-
mentation that has had prafound cffects on the perceived social
and political implications of the telematic nerwork. Although
the intemnet appears to be international, it has distine national
origins and was developed for purposes other than glabal cam-
munication. The Net originates in the Advanced Rescarch Projecrs
Agency of the US Department of Defense. In the early 19605,
the DOD was experimenting with a new dat communications
rechnology called “packet-switching.” This technology fostered
the development of'a new kind oF computer network, one which
supported mulsiple-users and resisced system wride crashes by
automatically rerouting dara around downed circuits. The goal
of this expecimental necwork, originally named ARPANET, was
ot the decensralived global informarian system that is heralded
in current technical and papular discourses, Rachet, its original
‘purpose was directed by the exigencies of the cold war. The DOD
researchers thar developed ARPANET sought o design the pro-
totype of 2 nutional-defense, daz-communicarions systems chat
wauld be immune to and survive the devastarion of nuclear ag-
gression. The intermet, therefore, traces s genealogy directly to
onc of the primary agents of American hegemony and the cllects
of this paternity can seill be read in the very structure and con-
tent of the “global network,”

Imth:mh 1996 issue of Wirea14.03), Nicholas Negropante

cal systems are incompatible with

S {0 emerge.

Journal of Mass Media Ethics, 18(3&4), 173-193
Copyright © 2003, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.

Virtual Alterity and the
Reformatting of Ethics

David Gunkel
Northern Minois University

Debra Hawhee
University of llinois at Urbana—-Champa

(O This article seeks to reconsider how traditional notions of etf
ilege reason, truth, meaning, and a fived conception of “the h
by digital technology, cybernetics, and virtual reality. We argu

practices of identity, meaning, truth, and finally, communicat
ines how both ethics and technology repurpose the liberal hun
they render such a subject untenable. Such an impasse reforma
ics by introducing questions of radical alterity, making it possit

Everyone will readily agree that it is of the highest ir
whether we are not duped by morality. (Levinas, 1961/1

Research

BnO0nna0o0
e b ok o e s
oo

the way technology refigt

At The
The dec) A recent New Yorker (2002, p. 68) cartoon drawn b
net did the Earth seeking medical attention. The line-drawn ¢
militaty Americas down the side of its expressionless face, lo
its dﬂ; iner, a henevolent, smooth-faced planetary physician|
are, Prl ring cum illumination device. The physician-planet’s ¢
works vl Earth patient is revealed in the caption: “I'm afraid yor
ardinarc] neath the cartoon’s environmental argument about hu
;rhlh: '[]“; the earth’s resources lies the more general, somewhat
ARPAN] the human as parasitic, disease-like. Indeed, the earth
out the things—they are inhabiting, spreading, mutating,
gamati ruses. The cartoon effectively turns typically human-
has calle] their head by suggesting that perhaps humans them
:t‘:iﬁ; lem, at least as far as the earth is concerned. The earth,
iRt to be our benevolent host, much like humans do n
resistan smallpox or other death- or illness-bearing viral agen
(1996) 3 of course, is not the first to notice a human virus. That
does nar]

The
the allocd
Currentl| ME

e e e e
mains, which are specified in ISO 3166 and administered lo-
cally, Despice the apparent neatralizy of this conceptual schema,
its practical implementation has, in effecr, granted a privileged
position o American users. The Electionic Frontier Foundation’s
Beerpbondyc Guide To The Dnternee (1991} indicates his privilege
without comment. “In general, American [Email] addresses end
in an organizational suffix, such as " cdu,” which means the site
is at a college or university. Other American suffixes include:
_com for businesses, .tg, for non-profit onganizations, .gov and
mil fir governmens and miliary agencies, and ner for compa-
stis or organizations that run large neoworks. Sites in che rest of
che world tend o usea rwo-lettee code that represents their coun-
uy (p 23).

Toplevel domain designations for users in the United Stases
have not, in pracrics, incorporated sulfixes indicating their na-
tion of origin. Although some US institutions {most norably fed-
cral offices and seare agencles) do emplay the .us sulfix specified

18 Computers and Society, December 1997
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| s conference in 2004 11E] Ajthol
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= Current events

= Random article revolution in the computer indu . o . .
Ilmeramn to understand the rules for suc SUCh aS SOClal-netW()rklng SlteS, WIkIS and
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=i «nensie] POPUIAr following the first O'Reilly Media Web 2.0

1 Defining Yweb 2.0

Tl | tomemewas | cOnference in 2004. Although the term suggests a

3 Technology averview

e | @W VErsion of the World Wide Web, it does not

= What links here 4.1 Web-hased applicatio

: i amamnes | refer to an update to any technical specifications,

(oo but to changes in the ways software developers
and end-users use the web.”
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“the mostly read-onby Web*

Participation Platform o s
Provide a platform for users to collaborate,
share, and contribute. “Community is king.” [~
Web of People.

Prosumer 1
User generated content. Content is not s
produced by professionals but created by generieg
users for users. Amateur-to-amateur model.

Read/Write Interaction o
Rewriting/editing information, commenting, rﬁ"w
and tagging. Collaborative intelligence.

global users
1996

Web 2.0

‘the wildly read-write Web*

80,000,000 sites

publizshed
content user |

generated

\/ content
Ptrttpitiipintipn
A § 3
AL LU LR L
A b E s A b i

1 billion+ global users

2006
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Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) is interpreted by the
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browser, Mosaic, was developed by Marc Andreessen at
the University of lllinois in 1992.
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This is an entirely different way of thinking about web content.
Instead of writing the entire page in HTML code, a CMS uses
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28H |
29 echo "<trx<td align='left'><b>$row[0] Srow[l] Srow[2]</b>";
30 echo "<brr$row|[3]</tdr</tr>";

J |~ Notepad++ - €:\1-Da... [ Adobe Photoshop
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Dynamic database
driven content

@David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com



ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

¥ b cC X & % I ] ‘http:ngnkelweb.comicoms469)’index.htm|

P
Jm 5555555 : Interactive Media Produc... : =

Technology Skills / Experience

Javascript for client-side dynamic content
PHP / MySQL for database driven dynamic content

Conceptual and Design Skills
Content Management Systems (CMS)
Database creation and management
User generated content and participation
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@David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com



~web20 B B

Content Management Site

-

royrio— T Y Y T e

111111 mmal

mainpage

- = D
naua,} R
imas — - T -

—

admin
header

NP - |
TN (E——
admin
footer

" add product

—— - oy
o asaec — am|
I

add link

@David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com



Reverse Engineer Facebook

Facebook Stats

CMS programmed in PHP/MySQL,; one of
the most-trafficed PHP sites in the World

More than 400 million active users;
Estimated to reach 5% of global population
by the end of 2010.

Projected 2010 revenue = $710 million

Average user spends more than 50
minutes a day on Facebook
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Horme:

Welcome

Houses

Application

ContactWPD.

‘Welcome

Yile wild like to welcarme you ta the Western and Waterman Praperty
Developrment Inc. web site

apariments for Fall 2004. Save fime and print out
Ifyou have any guestions regarding leasing a WPD
answer your question as soon as possible. Otherwi

Hew Feature on WPD2.com
On the contact page, you will see our new "mainten:
far prompt attention from our maintenance serices

|| GUIDED CHOICES +++ the healing

guided choices

HYPNOTHERAPHY | LIFE COACHING
MARCH 12TH 2010

I recently attended a International Canference where
Alcia presented a workshop on children hypnasis |
Ieamed more in this session than | have in all the
materials | have previausly read

- Virginia

¥ —ioi ]
Apartments. Now Leasing Houses and for Fall 200¢ Fle Edt Yew Hitoy Bookmarks Jooks Help
WIPD iz currently l8asing 5 ta 12 bedroom houzes & e s % [Dedc y:

GC home | About Guided Choices | Products | Hypnotherapy | Life Coaching | Aricles | FAQ | Contact Us

welcome to Guided Choices

Wabsite ore
Timem C.

Edt vew

5 C

Hstory Eoolmarks Took  Help

Lat i,

.mw' FERIBTEEEL
Weloame 1o NIPPON NOROCK!
fl, A Most of his site is Engish-only.

Welcome to Guided Choices. We hope the information of our services and products will
encourage you to let s serve you as you reach for your Inner Source and listen to your

nular J wha da not true sel

10 NIPPON NO ROCKI Tra
ular and nc

Service Learning

CMS for e-commerce & information
Collaboration with content experts
Project management

‘Real Life” experience

Guided Choices is a place to reinvent and empower yoursslfthat willcreats the results you have always
dreamed of choices. Guided by Alcia Marcos,

in p 7] Alia ha
spent a fetime working to assist people In moving past the obstacles In e thatimpede their growth and
successes and 1o reach a place that they hate selfempowerment through their inner source.
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What's the Matter with Books?

David |. Gunkel

Northern lllinois University

Ceci tuera cela.

The question “what’s the matter
stood on multiple registers. Taken d
technology and its product; such a
or concern over something that
come a problem, or deviated fro:
pated outcomes. At the same tims
also be understood in a more lite
way, it inquires about printing’s
subject matter of print and the
question, which is traced in man
ways, Is perhaps the query most a
era that is commonly called “the
matters when, for example, the co
the printed book as the deposit
knowledge. The question, then, is
when we read so much about the
literature, or its remediation in dig

1.0m the “end of the book,” see Fugene E Pro)
crocomputers and the Emergence of Post-Typograpll
Press, 1986); Sven Birkerts, The Gutenberg Elegid
(Boston: Faber and Fabes, 1994); Elizabeth L.

Perspectives on Media Change,” American S
Meadow, Ink into Bits: A Weh of Camverging Medi
Raymond Kureweil, “The Future of Libraries,

Confgurations, 2003,
University Press and t

277

David J. Gunkel

THE MATRIX RECONSIDER
Thinking through binary logj

fiction and social reality

Thi article emplays the amceptual appostion o
sented in The Matrix tribygy as 2 mechanem
antagonisms and srscural onflics mmmanly]
saciety”. The text & dividad mto two main pard
structure of this pharmamlagical dialecer, ang)
two altrnatives arigmate m the histary of wi
haw this binary amangement orgarizes not i
understanding of social realey. The secand par
pill. e criiques the assmed vakse of ‘e reale

leam, through swh questioning, ® ingrvene
The article, therefire, suggets an alternarive
critique the stablihed nawork of mnceptual

revalution and the ather familiar srawgies of sacial dhange.

Keywords  computer ethics; Matrix; Plato; science fiction; virtual

reality

Research

new media & soclety
Capyright © 2003 SAGE Publications

ARTICLE

Second thoughts: toward
a critique of the digital

London, Thousand Osks, CA and New Delhi
ol5(4):400-527 [1461-444B(000312)5.4,400-522:038271]

divide
DAVID J. GUNKEL

Department of Communi
University

Abstract

This article introduces critical
discussion of the digital dividl
defined as the gap separaring
access to new forms of infory
who do not. The analysis is
undertakings addressing this
document the empirical prob)
considers the terminology, lo}
define and direct work on thj
jssue. The investigation empl
and targets extant texts, repoy
the analysis does not dispute
recent empirical studies of oo
access. On the contrary, its pf
«other endeavors by making ¢}
point, stakes, and consequend

Key words
computers » computers—social

technology » theory

The term ‘digital divide’ has come to occupy a
debates about the internet, computer technolog
systems. It has surfaced, in one way or another,

Ibegin with a quotation from Delewsze, A book of philosophy, Delewze writes at
the beginning of Diffrence and Repaition (1994), “should be in part a very partios-
bar spectes of detective novel, in part 3 kind of sciemee Botion’ (p ). And i you
think about it, he is right. Take the Mafionons of Descartes, for instance, Diescar tes
provides deseriptions that sound remarkably dose to the basic plot dements of 2
science fiction fd stury, like the Wachowski brothers’ Matrix trilogy. He
explaing how be is unshle w discern whether be is awake or asleep; be admits
that he cannot be certain whether everything he knows & in fact real or some
kind of grand deception fed directly into his brain by some Evil deceiver; and

Infammation, Communication & Saciaty Vol 14, No 6 Seplember T, pp. S16-530

R“‘"’"’" 1S5H 3ELTIE o N 4B AAT onilne ) DE Taybr & Fancis
e SN w Szt ook foamnat DXL 101 B 3 EDAR TS

Thinking Otherwise l

Philosophy. Communication, Technology

||
.r-l I
=
David J Gunkel

"N E |

FPurcioe Linkversiy Press
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Research
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Thinking Otherwise I
|
Thinking Otherwise will become a classic like i B AR
Jacques Ellul’s Technological Society and Jean
Baudrillard’s Simulations... [Gunkel’s] critique of | 1
digital reason and his machine-as-other turn I
communication ethics on its head. |
Clifford Christians (UIUC) r

Furcioe L niversdy Press l
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Semantic Web

semantic
Web

A universal medium for the exchange of data and

8 information. “Web of Data.”
-+ | Machines

e

(el

Information that can be read, understood,
analyzed, and manipulated by machines. Machine
Intelligence and Autonomous Agents.

| Virtual Worlds

Immersive 3d social environments. MMORPGs,
~ ;. Second Life, and avatar-based 3d web.

@David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com



Semantic Web Standards

User Interface & Applications I
XML - Extensible Markup Language

RDF - Resource Description Framework

OWL — Web Ontology Language

SPARQL - SPARQL Protocol and RDF
Query Language Ontology:

Query: OWL I Rule:
SPARQL RIF
RDFS

Data interchange:
RDF

Crypto

XML

URI/IRI l
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E'Notepad++ -new 1

File Edit Search Wiew Format Language Settings Macro Run Plugins 7

DER@Xx| 2@~ AA Q][I EE 0 EG| &
:Enew‘ll.l

1B<xm]l pagex
2 |<page title>Extensible Markup Language</page title>
File Edit Search View Format Language Settings Macro Run Flo = =
DS x| % 2o~ R Q| 3 |<language name>XML</language namex
7 rewt | 4
5 |<neg definition>tags deo not describe the appearance of
1E<html> elements on the page.</neg definition:>
2 H<head> -
3 <title>Hypertext Markuj 7 |<pos_definition>Instead it characterizes the meaning
4 [</head> of the content contained by the tag.</pos _definition>
3 8
6 H<body> Y | <regsults>This way information can be extracted,
[ | <p>In HTML, the tags des:¢ understood and even manipulated by machines.</results>
elaments. This text is | 10
tags include <k>which mal Tl
underline</u>, and <i-=fo 1z
the tags specify the app: a
significance.}(/p> 14
g s
L 16 </xml page>
10
L
12 [ </body>
i < /html>
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) australian Suburban Trends - Mozilla Firefox

Fie Edb Yew Hstory Bookmarks Tools  Help

—lojx|

G - e A [ 11 Fetpigomm. suburbantrends. com.auf

Australian Suburban Trends

Australia

Explore over 8, 000 suburbs.

Northern
Territory

Western
Australia

data
S, into

Data Mashups

A web application that combines

from more than one source
a single integrated tool.

Bl APls ABOUT

hitas i, google.camf
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Future of Journalistic Semantics

Sophisticated inferential analysis

More effective user agents and avatars

Automated production of intelligent abstracts

Semantic rules can launch nuanced applications

) The rise of machine-written journalism - Mozilla Firefox

Fle Edt View Hstory Bookmarks Took Help

J m The rise of machine-written journali...

Technological change arrives in waves. Progress is always uneven. Islands of tradition
persist amid the incoming tide SHARE THIS

: ’ . POST A COMMENT
The self-employed stocking-makers whao lived and worked in Mottinghamshire during the

early 19th century inhabited ane such island. Theirs was a highly-skilled craft: it praved RSS FEED
harder to automate than cotton production

FRINT
Despite this, the stockingers were forced to adapt to the rhythms of industrial production
that surrounded therm. Their craft traditions died a lingering death, punctuated by Luddite
vinlence. By 1811, Byron described them as "meagre with famine and sullen with
despair”.

FERMALINK

Famine izn't a worry for most journalists in the developed world. But the information workers who toil at the core of
the news business do resemble the stocking-makers of Nottingharnshire in other ways.

| |

| Transferring data from wews.wired.co.uk I

[&] 4

based upon meaning matching

B e SR [ | [ Py m———r—" Semantic rules engines + inferential analysis =
sophisticated composition engines

The rise of machine-written journalism : 2
e ————— ] Pulitzer Prize by an A.l. by 20307
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ALWAYS FAIRLY UNBALANCED

Business = Media MNews Opinion  Uncategorized

Mayor of Victoriana: $30,000 Wasted, Lindens Killed The Dream Featured &

! . Ono Shelman’s Post 6 Boob Transplants —
A Directory 6F Wanderful Things d

Photoshop DRAMA! (18)

Silvana Lefevre: Why can't | shake the feeling
. . . . . that this is all @ hoax to introduce Kathy, the
Teaching journalism with virtual worlds new (and less

POSTED 5Y CORY DOCTORCW, APRIL &, 2009 10:05 P | PERMALINK Senban Babii All of which is a valid and fine
paint to make Judge Joker and | agree with

you. But it's also.

Virtual Journalism: Inside the Virtual Newsroom...

w >

Judge Joker. If you all care so much to

Tinytoriana wil be [...] crusade over one pair or photoshopped
Tools  Help kn B2bii Thank you Timethy for coming
kit communication, wsu. edufvirtualiournalism/indes . htm hin F: ﬂg:IZd‘?v‘:f‘E'Zlguwha‘ really happened s

Ehelman — Post 6 Grrrrl (49}

b Babii @Sourballs McBinty "Ssnban
e about the only one hers who

- - tently makes sense. "

Viirtual Journalism Summit

Subscribe to our RSS
Recelve Updates as soon s they are posted
McCormick Foundation Specialized Reporting Institute: o
Virtual Journalism Summit 2 Vi l 1
YUU Tl.l'lB he Edward R. Murrow College of Communication, in partnership with the McCormick H
xa i presents virtual i Summit 2 on April 20 .’](‘)ur‘r!ﬁllsm
» ooo/ezd o | ED B9 umm
his free "mixed reality’ event brings together key technology executives and newsmakers
both physical and virtual spaces to discuss timely topics and new opportunities in
Joshua Fouts writes, "Rita J. King and | are premiering *today™ a new documentary ournalism. Held in the CUB Auditorium on the Pullman campus of Washinaton State
exploring the potential of immersiva vinual journalism as a tool for empowaring global Jniversiy, these Mo Sympos| im sessions are alsb accessibleforresionling via S the date! L
) ) ) . . birearming video and inside the virual world Second Life. Attendees using Second Lifs will ave the aate:
joumnalism as the industry continues its transformation amidst the current upheaval and
[ & e ahle fo ask guestions and interact with presenters, Event Held
collapse. The documentary comes out of a project we did with the Larry Pintak at the
: . P . . P . Farticipants include, 5
American University in Cairg in which we brought a group of @ Egyptian political activist R Apl’ll 20, 2010
bloggers into Second Life to explore the potential of the space for empowering and = Deborah Amos, corespondent for Mational Public Radio
augrmenting their work. ¥We were fortunate that our first effart brought a high ranking US = Jeff Barr, senior evangelist, Amazon Web Services
State Department official, James K. Glassman, who was then US Undersecretary far = Kathy Best, managing editor, Seatile Times Online
Public Diplomacy. Some interesting issues came up." = Steve Bass, president and CEO, Oregon Public Broadeasting
= Ray Heacox, president and GM, King Broadeasting (Washington and Idaha)

= Jeff Lanctot, managing directar, Microsoft Advertising
= Ellen McDonnell, executive diractor, news programming for Mational Public Radia W3U Second Lifte
= Phil Gomes, seniorvice president, Edelman Digital

= Madhulika Sikka, executive producer, "Moming Edition"

= Lauren McCullough, manager, Assotiated Press
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Computer Literacy

* Demystify the Machine
* Scalable Learning

Theory and History

* Technology/Media History
* Literature and Innovations

Critical Thinking COMS 647

* Research Approaches
* Evaluation Methods
* Ethics and Social Aspects
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Ethics and In
DOI 10.1007

T'hinking otherwise: Ethics, technology and other subjects

David J. Gunkel
Depariment of Communication, Northem Hlinois Uriversit

E-mail dipunke @ i edh

DeKalk, IL, 60115, US4

Abstract. Ethicsis ordinarily understood as being concemned with questions of responsibility for and
of an other. This other is more often than not conerived of as another human heing and, as such,|
excludes others — most notably animals and machines. This essay examines the cthics of such excl
divided into three parts. The first part investigstes the exclusive anthropocentrism of tradition.
moral thinking and, following the example of recent innovations in animal rights philosophy, q
mechanisms of such exdusion. Although recent work in animal- and bio-ethics has successfully i
strategies for the inclusion of the animal as a kgitimate subject of moral consideration, its other, ¢
has remained conspicuously excluded. The second part looks at recent attempts to include these mac|
in moral thinking and critiques the assumptions, values, and strategies that have been employ
various innovations. And the third part propases a means for thinking otherwise. That is, it in
slternative way to consider these other forms of otherness that is not simply reducible o the conc
that has structured and limited moral philosophy's own concern with and for others.

Key words: computer ethics, computers-social aspects, Emmanuel Levinas, otherness, philosophy
ey, machine ethics

about the futureof ethics. And itinvolves a
itself to the possihility of an other who rem
mentally and disturbingly otherwise

An example, might help to illustrate
sbstract characterization. In a now well
often reproduced New Yorker cartoon by Py
This essay concerns a question. The question hastodo two dogs sit in front of an Internet-connec
with ethics. And, like so much contemporary work on computer. The one operating the machine
this subject matter, itis interested in the call ion, “On the Internet, nobody kne
respanse to, and our responsibility for others. He dog."® The cartoon has often been dited
unlike the capital 0" other, who has takencenter stage  issuss ofidentity an ¥
in recent moral thinking largely due to the influence of  communication.” As Richard Holeton i
Emmanuel Levinas and others, this investigation is  “the cartoon makes fun of the anonymity
concerned withand directed otherwise. Iisinterested n
those otherswho remain, for reasons that will need to be

Introduction

In addition, we might ask about thase ethical calls
of the future from “being at we cumnot now
— Jeffrey T. Nealon

even imagine.

Peter Steiner, “Dog cartoon,” The New ¥,
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© 2009 Intellect Lid

Article. E
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non and Culture Volume 1 Number 1
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Beyond mediation: thinking the

computer otherwise
David |. Gunkel Nerthern Il
Abstract

Whatever Medi
confront and deal \ulJz new technolo

puter networks. Despite the fact that the discipline has largely marginali:
ms, there has been some effort to incorporate the computer inta

2.0 involves, one thing

linois University (U

Keywords
ain, there is a need to communication

gies, most notably computers and com-  computer-med

d
media studies

computer-mediated commu|
the rumpim'r :rs @ mediun

ne
contests and ¢

Article

ifies its structural limitat
the computer that has the
radical fashion.

Let's begin at the end, wi
able to be properly unde
thing we now read about
and that, is neither a new
tion, continuation, and ¢
new tool in the arsenal ¢
constitutes the end of my
computer marks the endfl
often been argued by schy
2001: Bolter and Grusin

ticular and paradigmatid
controversial or fashionabl
is in fact not without conf
of a particular brand of 4
everything (i.e., post-m
appears to be [ollowing
lectual haut couture. Inst
mitment to the study of r§
media studie:

ISCC 1 (1) pp. 537

Inteliect

explicated, excluded from the contemporary and

essentially anthropocentric inderstandings of alterity F. Fidler, Med
that have persisted in and been constitutive of moral
philasophy. It is, therefore, a question that is not con-
cerned with or imited to the present and the presence of
these somewhat familiar Others. It is a question that is
oriented to the future, toward other “ber who we
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The real problem: avatars,
metaphysics and online social
interaction

David J. Gunkel

Northern linols Universiy

Abstract
It iz often assumed that the problem with 'virtual reality’ — the con
technological deployments and the apparently coymoronic phrase itsel
understanding, or perhape micunderstanding, of the virtual The real prol

not with the virtual; it is with the real itself This article investigates the y

but ultimately mistzken and somewhat misguided concept of the re
routinely operationalized in investigations of new media technology. T
of contact for the examination is the avatar.YWhat is at issue here is not

structures and articulations of avatar identity but the assumed ‘real thing' that is said to
be its uldmate cause and referent. In addressing this subject, the artide considers three
theories of the real, extending from Platonism to the recent innovations of Slavej Zizek,
and invectigatas their effect on our underetanding of computer-generated experience

and social interaction.
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Goodbye sports reporter, hello sports repaorter robot?

Students at Northwestemn University are working on an algorithm that, if all
goes as planned, will literally write sports stories without human
intervention

Statshonkey, as the algarithm is called, is the creation of Medill students
Micholas Allen, Tian Huang, John Templon and cormputer science student
Thu Cung as part of their work at the Interactive Innovation Project.

The invention takes raw sports data like box scores and play-by-play and
fashions them into a readable journalism story

But the machine dossn't replace writers - it supplements them
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Conclusions

“One should adopt a 'conservative' attitude, like B
that of Chaplin vis-a-vis sound in cinema. b
Chaplin was far more than usually aware of the
traumatic impact of the voice as a foreign
intruder on our perception of cinema. In the
same way, today's process of transition allows
us to perceive what we are losing and what we
are gaining—this perception will become
impossible the moment we fully embrace, and
feel fully at home in, the new technologies.”

- Slavoj Zizek
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