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Exchange Rate

1 Platinum Piece = $ 0.01072; better
exchange rate than the Yen or Lira

Gross National Product
$135 million or $2,266 per capita
EverQuest is the 77" richest country
in the world

Hourly Wage

Average avatar makes 319 PP per
hour or $3.42/hour (assuming an
exchange rate of 0.01072 PP per
dollar).
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True False

Being Appearance
Authenticity  Inauthenticity
Real lllusion



What do you suppose his answer
would be if someone told him
that what he had seen before
was all a cheat and an illusion,
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LAY “Yes,” he said, “l think that he
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NICAREl 1tin

THEBOOK OF THE YEAR!
WINMER OF THL HUGD, NEBULA AND
FHILIP K. DICK AW ARIDE!
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I NIEhael Btin

Gibson leaves us the image of a human group that
instinctively keeps its distance from the computer matrix.
These are the Zionites, the religiously tribal folk who prefer
music to computers and intuitive loyalties to calculation. The
Zionites constitute a human remnant in the environmental
. desolation of Neuromancer:.. As we suit up for the exciting

= future in cyberspace, we must not lose touch with the

= Zionites, the body people who remain rooted in the

" energies of the earth. They will nudge us out of our heady
reverie in this new layer of reality. They will remind us of
the living genesis of cyberspace, of the heartbeat behind
the laboratory, of the love that still sprouts amid the broken
slag and the rusty shells of oil refineries "under the
poisoned silver sky.
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THEBOOK OF THE YEAR!
WINMER OF THL HUGD, NEBULA AND
FHILIP K. DICK AW ARIDE!
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One of the hottzst science-flcion ims...
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Of course the whole plot of the film is
M A T R driven by the noble battle for liberation
from the tyranny of the machines and
their evil Matrix. But the film, despite
itself, presents us with two worlds in a

Fr':;-" i way that shows us that Cypher is the
| one who is right. | believe that the only
\\_ P sensible path is to choose the

"'j'j_ S|mulated world over the real one.
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The Matrix does not just offer sensual pleasures. It really
encompasses much more, in fact, it gives us just about everything

M we could want from the shallowest to the deepest gratifications.
Assuming that the machines haven't made things unnecessarily
impoverished, the virtual world gives us the opportunity to visit
museums and concerts, read Shakespeare and Stephen King, fall in
love, make love, raise children, form deep friendships, and so on....
The real world, on the other hand, is a wasteland. The libraries and
theatres have been destroyed and the skies are always gray. In fact,
you'd have to be out of your mind or at least seriously out to lunch to
choose the real world (is that why Keanu Reeves seems so well cast
in the role?). We're not talking base hedonism now, we're talking
about, to use John Stuart Mill's words, "the higher faculties" and the
deep and diverse types of gratifications derived from them. Such
gratification is to be found more easily in the Matrix than in the
'desert of the real.’




(=T R

Eoye @ W AECLETTEH KEVIK WaRNioKR

resza‘shi-be & Gfcal teligznze iz B8 dreshe are a0t razh etk
noeledus coranilaes cop _adi g b dse Lo T g3, s gy be o

a=a- = ke b ar e mzzas s bra Aacal Fareask AT Asba ansie 2

I8 e R

http://whatisthematrix.warnerbros.com/rl_cmp/phi.html



















Friedrich Nietzsche
Samtliche Werke
Kritsche Sludienausgabe
Bang 7

My philosophy is a reversed Platonism. The
farther removed from true beings, all the ey
purer more beautiful and better it is. Life in
lllusion as goal.
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| The point is not simply that truth and reality have been
absorbed by illusion and appearance. Something far
more subtle and unsettling is taking place. Some-
where Nietzsche suggests that when reality is effaced,
appearances disappear as well. What emerges in the
wake of the death of oppositions like truth/illusion and

™E reality/appearance is something that is neither truth

nor illusion, reality nor appearance but something else,
something other. This other is as yet unnamed.
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