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Why Write?

Why do we Write?
Why do I Write?
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Why Write?

Money
Fame/Prestige
Expression
Compulsion
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Why Write?

Compulsive Writing
“I write because I have to write. And I have to 
write in order to first know what it is that I think. 
Writing is not an expression of thought but the 
order of precedence is reversed: my thoughts 
are a product of the writing.”
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Why Write?

The greatest advantage of polythesism - 
For the individual to posit his own ideal 
and to derive from it his own law, joys, 
and rights—that may well have been 
considered hitherto as the most 
outrageous human aberration and as 
idolatry itself. The few who dared as 
much always felt the need to apologize 
to themselves, usually by saying: “It 
wasn’t I! Not I! but a god through me.”

                       Friedrich Nietzsche, 1887
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Consequences:
 - Authorship & Authority
 - Creativity & Artistry
 - Responsibility

Why Write?
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Issues:
     Title – What’s the Matter with Books?
     Epigraph – “This will destroy that”
     The Future of the book
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Title: What’s the Matter with Books?
The question “what’s the matter with books?” may be understood 
on multiple registers. Taken colloquially, it asks about print 
technology and its product. Such a query usually denotes a worry 
or a concern over something that has perhaps gone wrong, 
become a problem, or deviated from accepted practices or 
anticipated outcomes. At the same time, however, the question 
may also be understood in a more literal and material sense. In this 
way, it inquires about printing’s matter, questioning both the subject 
matter of print and the materiality of its product. This question is 
perhaps the query most appropriate at this time, in an era that is 
commonly called the ‘late age of print.’ It especially matters when, 
for example, the computer is purported to replace the printed book 
as the depository and definition of human knowledge. The question, 
then, is palpable at this point in time when we read so much about 
the end of the book, the death of literature, and its remediation in 
digital form.



  
 David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com

What’s the Matter with Books?
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What’s the Matter with Books?

The archdeacon gazed at the gigantic 
edifice for some time in silence, then 
extending his right hand, with a sigh, 
towards the printed book which lay 
open on the table, and his left 
towards Notre-Dame, and turning a 
sad glance from the book to the 
church, "Alas," he said, "this will 
destroy that [ceci tuera cela].“

“This will destroy that”
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Notre Dame Cathedral (1330)

Gutenberg Bible (1455)
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Gutenberg Bible (1455)

Computer (1976)
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Remediation
A new medium does not simply replace an 
old medium; the content of the new 
medium is the old medium it is said to be 
replacing.  Likewise remediation describes 
the shift from one form of information 
technology to another, ‘in the sense that a 
newer medium takes the place of an older 
one, borrowing and reorganizing the 
characteristics of writing in the medium 
and reformulating its cultural space.

                             Bolter and Grusin, 2000
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Consequences:
We are living through a change in the dominant form 
of information and communication technology (ICT).
The transformation from one ICT system to another 
appears as both a threat and opportunity.
We need to be informed and knowledgeable about 
new technology by engaging with it.
Expanded understanding of “writing” and “publishing.”
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What’s the Matter with Books?
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What’s the Matter with Books?

Writing in the sense of placing letter and other 
marks one after another, appears to have little 
or no future. Information is now more 
effectively transmitted by codes other than 
those of written signs. What was once written 
can now be conveyed more effectively on 
tapes, records, films, videotapes, videodisks, 
or computer disks, and a great deal that could 
not be written until now can be noted down in 
these new codes.
                                        Vilem Flusser, 1987



  
 David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com

What’s the Matter with Books?

Are we perhaps still too much under the 
impression of the initial consequences of 
this event—and these initial consequences, 
the consequences for ourselves, are quite 
the opposite of what one might perhaps 
expect: They are not at all sad and gloomy 
but rather like a new and scarcely 
describable kind of light, happiness, relief, 
exhilaration, encouragement, dawn.

                       Friedrich Nietzsche, 1887



  
 David J. Gunkel - http://gunkelweb.com

Questions / Discussion

dgunkel@niu.edu
http://gunkelweb.com
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